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Yesterday I had a talk with a friend and colleague. We are supposed to prepare for a show in the 
summer, a big contemporary art festival. The theme is “To Err Is Human”. It is not clear if the 
festival is going through. There are conflicting signals. Maybe it goes through as planned. Maybe 
it will be postponed. Maybe it will happen in a different form, maybe it will not happen at all. 

How to prepare for something like this? 

So, I have been wondering how to future this. Futuring, as in prospecting for different futures.

In Futuring we can think of probable futures – a situation that we can reasonably expect to 
happen. This would then be about forecasting and a quite analytical approach. In this particular 
case – living in March 2020 - I do not find this a helpful path. 

Then in futuring, we can think of possible and preferred futures – a more generative approach 
that has to do with visions and imagination.

Could other futures be made happen? What would they look like and what would produce these 
other futures? 
For today, I find this practice more interesting, as there is an openness to it and an aspect of how 
to influence or imagine how a future could happen. 

For the festival, however, this means something quite technical to me. And to think of all, or 
many,  eventualities. 

Questions around how to produce an online piece that can be consumed also when socially 
distanced. Or, if mobility is then not possible, something that can be sent/installed/shown 
without having to be anywhere specific, except online. 

And something that we can recycle by avoiding site specificity. If the festival simply does not 
happen, it can maybe be shown at some other event, later. 

All seems to point to digital and online work, as a safer option and therefore more predictable. 

So this approach could create stability, safety in our minds and it is somewhat opportunistic. 

And, a bit it also is business as usual – trying to make it happen, be it precarious or not, and make
it consumable at any cost.

But isn’t this exactly what we are supposed to re-think, re-evaluate, re-assess? 

“The present immense crisis, also carries a huge potential - the possibility for fundamental 
change.”  And where is this change then?

But there is another question that has occupied my mind. 

What happens with the ideas, the practice, the understanding of the world, the proposals that I 
had - that used to be my project? 

Do they have to be reconsidered fundamentally? Embedded in a new context? Is there now a 
chance or even the expectation to re-think the project with a new view on the world that I am 
gaining at the moment? 



I feel I have no overview. My predominant state is one of confusion and disorientation, the 
sensation of being in the middle of a huge wave that is washing over me. 

But, honestly – why did I think I had an overview in pre-Corona times? Or was that simply the 
illusion of navigating known waters, whereas now there is bad visibility, shallow waterlevels and 
scaring howls from sea-monsters, all at the same time. 

And there is nothing to rely on, except my intuition.  

So, dear virus -  as you are a quite loud representative of the other-than-human world at the 
moment - how can we avoid to repeat the narrative that we already know so well, but that did 
not work so well? 


